) respectively, of the fresh tubers the starch content was found to be greater in CIPSWA-2 (24.53%) and carotene content was recorded highest with a value of (7.67mg100g -1 ) in ST-14 which was followed by CIPSWA-2 (4.43mg100g -1 ). The cultivars CIPSWA-2 and IGSP-15 proved to be superior with respect to yield and yielding parameters and performed well producing quality tubers and can be recommended for cultivation.
INTRODUCTION
The sweet potato (Ipomoea batatas (L.) Lam.) is a herbaceous dicotyledonous perennial plant, grown primarily as a root crop. The crop is well established around the world, developed within the prehistoric civilizations of Central and South America (O' Brien, 1972) . In the future sweet potato may well be grown in space, as suggested by preliminary ground-based experiments (Mortley, et al. 1998) , conducted on behalf of the US National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) and China's sweet potato experiments, undertaken in space using recoverable satellites (Guangqinet al. 2002) . Among, the tropical tuber crops, sweet potato (Ipomoea batatasL. Lam) produces more edible energy even on marginal lands, when compared to other major food crops. It is an important starchy food crop of the tropical and subtropical country. It plays an important role in the economy of poor households. Cultivars having orange-fleshed tubers are rich source of β carotene, which is a precursor of vitamin A. Hence, the Evaluation for identification of high yielding cultivars, with better quality is the need of the hour. 
MATERIALS AND METHODS
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS
Yield and Yielding Parameters
In the orange flesh sweet potato cultivars at harvest, as shown in table 1, the maximum tuber diameter was recorded from NFSP-1 (6.50 cm), which was at par with CIPSWA-2 (5. 
Tuber Quality Parameters
The data for quality parameters as presented in table 2 shows that, the tuber dry matter was found maximum in SV-362 (30.98 %), which was statistically at par with Gouri (30.49 %) and the minimum was recorded in CIPSWA-2 (21.75 %). The storage root nitrogen content was the maximum in CIPSWA-2 (0.97 %) which was significantly higher than the rest of the treatments; the minimum was found in ST-14 (0.57 %). The starch content of tubers was also highest in CIPSWA-2 (24.53 %) which was significantly higher than the rest of the treatments, followed by IGSP-15 (21.53 %) and the minimum was obtained from NFSP-1 (16.54 %). The high sugar content of the tuber was recorded from CIPSWA-2 
CONCLUSIONS
Although SV-362 was superior to all cultivars, in terms of tuber length and tuber dry matter, NFSP-1 registered the maximum diameter (6.50 cm) and weight of tubers. Production of significantly more tubers per plant (2.90), in CIPSWA-2 led to the highest total yield (37.09 t ha -1 ), closely followed by IGSP-15 (36.46 t ha -1 ). The tuber quality of CIPSWA-2 was superior to all cultivars in terms of starch, total sugar and root nitrogen; although the β-carotene content was slightly lower than that in ST-14. From the studies, it can be concluded that CIPSWA-2 and IGSP-15 for orange flesh sweet potato which have high tuber yield per hectare and with desirable tuber quality can be grown under Manipur condition. 
